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ARE YOU READY
FOR WILDFIRE SEASON?

@NCFRPIO

Wildfire season is approaching.  Are you ready?  
With higher than normal temperatures in 
December and January coupled with little rain, 
drought indexes for our area are already in the 
500-600 range.  This can indicate a busy and 
destructive wildlfire season ahead.

North Collier Fire responds to an average of nearly 
150 brush and wildfires each year. These fires 
are not limited to rural tracts as you might expect. 
As residential development moves eastward, 
urban interface areas are also vulnerable. 
Understanding this, the District has a two-fold 
approach to wildfire mitigation, targeting both 
rural and urban areas.

For rural wildland areas, we partner with the 
Florida Forestry Service to share equipment, 

personnel and fuel for establishing and 
maintaining fire breaks for which there are more 
than 200 miles within Collier County. Fire breaks 
are key in slowing a brush fire and aid in faster 
containment. After Hurricane Irma, all fire breaks 
within the District were cleared of downed trees 
and debris to ensure clear access. Additionally, 
adjacent roadways to the breaks were marked 
with green reflective markers, similar to the blue 
markers you see for fire hydrants. It should be 
noted that we are the first in the state to initiate 
this level of commitment in working with our 
Florida Forestry Service partners.  

For residential areas, the District utilizes 
awareness programs to educate the public, 
including knock-in-talks.  Through reconnaissance
(Read full story - Page 4)

http://www.northcollierfire.com
https://www.facebook.com/Allhazardsresponse/
https://twitter.com/ncfrpio
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF                                                                     

James M. Cunningham
Fire Chief

North Collier Fire Rescue recently completed its 2018-2023 Strategic Plan.  
Essential to increasing the District’s effectiveness of delivering All Hazards 
Response to the community, the plan documents our current status, our 
short-term and long-term goals as well as availability of resources to achieve 
those goals.  

Since the plan serves as a guide-map for our personnel and a promise to 
our community, input from both groups was instrumental in its development. 
Internal and external stakeholder sessions were conducted as a means 
of gathering wants and needs, with the unedited, honest and constructive 
feedback presented in the SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, 
Threats) analysis contained within the plan. 

The plan focuses on numerous objectives including capital improvement, 
apparatus replacement, enhancements to emergency management, financial 
management, District accreditation, community outreach, succession 
planning and mentorship, SOP/policy review and analytical planning.

It is our commitment to provide high quality, rapid emergency all hazards 
response, improve community outreach through education and uphold the 
life safety fire codes and standards to proactively protect our citizens, all 
while remaining fiscally responsible. Our 2018-2023 Strategic Plan plays a 
significant role in fulfilling this commitment to our community. 

Click to view Strategic Plan

https://www.flipsnack.com/northcollierfire/final-draft-north-collier-fire-control-and-rescue-district-2.html
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Each year, NCFR Local 2297 
collects thousands of toys for their 
charity, Angela’s Angels, honoring 
the memory of past District 
employee Angela Coffey who 
worked as Administrative Assistant 
from 1999 to 2011.

The toys and gift cards collected are 
given to local families who can use 
a helping hand during the holiday 
season.

This year, the toy drive assisted 
more than 22 of our community’s 
families. 

We are so grateful to our dedicated 
CERT (Community Emergency 
Response Team) volunteers who 
donate their time every year to wrap 
the thousands of gifts.

North Collier Fire CERT (Community Emergency Response 
Team) volunteers paid it forward during the 2018 holiday 
season, donating their time to man The Salvation Army kettle 
at the Publix at US 41 and Vanderbilt Beach Road.  The 
volunteers collected $7,000 for The Salvation Army that uses 
the funds for various causes including providing food for the 
hungry, disaster relief,  outreach to elderly and  shelter and 
necessities for the homeless.

CERT Volunteers who rang the bell included Shirley Nicholas, 
Tom Elmore, Susana Rubio Webb, Butch Yarusevich, Mary  
Roland, John Maguire, Patricia Maguire, Betty English, 
Michael DalFonso, Louie Jelloe, Ray Wodynski, Debbie Finch, 
David Finch, Luca DeMarco, Liz Appling, Robert Leonard, 
Amanda Reeves and Sue Forry.  Thank you to all!

CERT RAISES $7K FOR SALVATION ARMY

ANGELA’S ANGELS BRIGHTENS CHRISTMAS
And, we must also thank all of the local communities and 
civic associations who assisted in the toy drive including 
The Quarry Golf Club, the Wyndemere Womens’ Golf 
Association, the Sandollars of Naples, Get Hooked Custom 
Fishing Charters, Mr. Tony Giles of the Mediterra Community 
Association and Ms. Cynthia Goff.

Local 2297 and the District are so grateful to all who helped!
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ARE YOU READY FOR WILDFIRE SEASON? REAL-LIFE TRAINING IS CRUCIAL

missions, our personnel identify homes that are at risk 
due to overgrowth of vegetation immediately surrounding 
the home and/or have limited access for fire apparatus. 
Knock-in-talks are just that - our personnel going door 
to door and knocking and talking with homeowners to 
educate them on preparing their properties for brush fires.  
For those homeowners not at home, door hangers with 
important firewise tips are left. 

Evidence shows that most homes are lost due to ignitions 
of either the roof or the area immediately surrounding the 
home. Take these precautions to protect your home:  
 
• remove all tree branches touching the home
• clear all brush from within 30 feet of home
• clear gutters of debris 
• remove combustibles from under or near structures 

(wood, propane tanks, gas grills, motor homes, boats, 
ATV and cars) 

• trim branches up to a height of 10 feet and remove all 
dead branches and vines

• keep flammable plants away from your home (palmetto 
or wax myrtle) 

• keep driveway at least 12 feet wide with 12 feet high 
clearance for fire engine access

Just as with hurricanes, preparation is the key to 
protecting your property. Plan now, and be ready.

Battalion Chief Reggie Hammond educates 
homeowners in the Estates 

on protecting homes against wildland fires

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/firefighters-brace-for-dry-season
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ARE YOU READY FOR WILDFIRE SEASON? REAL-LIFE TRAINING IS CRUCIAL
The darkened pro shop and fitness/tennis center at Quail 
Creek Country Club in Naples was the site for real-life 
training exercises for 250 area firefighters for seven days 
in November. 

The soon-to-be demolished activity buildings became 
the ‘real life’ incident scene of a man working inside 
who accidentally starts a fire and then runs out leaving 
firefighters to enter the dark buildings, extinguish the 
flames and search for victims. 

North Collier Fire, Greater Naples Fire, City of Marco Fire 
and Collier County Sheriff’s Office Dispatch participated 
in the drill led by Battalion Chief Mike Jimenez and the 
Training Department of North Collier Fire.

“This exercise is run just like a real call,” Chief Jimenez 
notes.  “With real dispatch calls and actual apparatus 
arriving on scene, the training is as real as you can get. 
To make the scene even more realistic, we  used smoke 
machines, fire simulators, blacked out windows and 
weighted mannequins to simulate victims.” 

Training techniques taught included search and rescue, 
rapid intervention, hose management, ventilation and 
forcible entry. Mayday operations were also used in a 
second scenario involving a firefighter in trouble inside 
the building and needing to be rescued.

“This kind of training is invaluable. Fire simulation rooms 
are great and have a purpose, but to train in a building 
that you do not know the layout of is what you would 
experience in the real world,” adds Jimenez. 

North Collier Fire thanks Quail Creek Country Club 
for their contribution in giving area firefighters the 
opportunity to train in these real-life scenarios. Special 
thanks goes to Kevin Leo, Director of Golf Course & 
Grounds, Teri Brodie, Fitness Operation Manager, Jon 
Balyeat, Head Golf Professional and Zack Wygant, 
Assistant General Manager.

If you have a building to donate for training exercises, 
please contact Chief Jimenez at 239-289-4100.

Roof venting allows smoke and gas to escape for better 
visibility and less chance of backdraft and flashover

Searching for victims in darkened and smoky rooms 
can be disorienting - real life practice is crucial

Firefighters utilize K-12 saw to cut through impact glass 
which cannot be broken like regular glass

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/firefighters-brace-for-dry-season
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NCFR RECOGNIZED WITH PHOENIX AWARDS                                                                     
NCFR personnel were honored with Phoenix Awards by the Collier County 
Emergency Medical Services Department (CCEMS) at a ceremony held 
on November 28, 2018, at the Emergency Services Center in Naples.

The Phoenix Award, based on the mythological bird that died and rose 
renewed from its own ashes, recognizes persons from CCEMS, the 
Collier County Sheriff’s Office, and all fire districts within the county who 
responded to and contributed to the successful resuscitation of a victim 
of cardiac arrest. 

NCFR is proud of the dedication of our personnel being recognized:

Engineer John Adams receives
Phoenix Award for

June 12, 2018 life save

2019 FIRST RESPONDERS CAREER FAIR
Collier County Public Schools (CCPS) will host the 
Heroes in Action 2019 First Responders Career 
Fair featuring trained professionals in emergency 
care.  For those interested in a first responder 
career, this is your chance to meet and speak with 
personnel from all area first responder agencies.
North Collier Fire Rescue is excited to participate!

DATE & TIME
Friday, February 1, 2019

9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

LOCATION
Collier County Fairgrounds

751 39th Avenue NE
Naples, FL 34120

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Lisa Souza, CCPS

(239) 377-1986 or souzali@collierschools.com

FF Mario Aboytes-
Mendoza   
Eng. John Adams
Lt. Mark Benedict 
FF Chandler Craft 
Lt. Todd Etheridge 
Eng. Ed Gallops  
Capt. Robert Gleisle  
 

Lt. Josh Kirk  
FF Nicholas Kompinski 
Capt. Stan Laurich 
Lt. Scott Leonard
FF Kevin Lynch 
Eng. Dana McGregor
FF Chad Moore
FF Paul Murray

Eng. Eric Neith
Lt. David Nelson
Eng. Joe Palermo
FF David Perez
Capt. Javier Spirgatis
Eng. Chad Watler
Eng. Adam Wilson

AGENCIES REPRESENTED AT
2019 FIRST RESPONDERS CAREER FAIR:

Collier County EMS
Collier County Sheriff’s Office

Florida Fish & Wildlife
Florida Highway Patrol

Greater Naples Fire Rescue
Immokalee Fire Rescue

North Collier Fire Rescue
Naples Police Department

U.S. Navy, U.S. Marines & U.S. Coast Guard
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FIREFIGHTER CLASS 18-02 GRADUATES                                                                    
The NCFR and Florida Southwestern State College 
Firefighter II Certification Class 18-02 graduated on 
December 20, 2018, at a ceremony held at Artis Naples. 

29 students, including three females, were recognized 
for their completion of the six-month course.

Class leader Jasmine Lawson notes, “The six months of 
training was both mentally and physically challenging, 
but we made it through together. We started the class 
as a disjointed group and finished as a cohesive unit, 
supporting each other through the process and building 
strong bonds that will last beyond the class.”

Florida SouthWestern State College facilitates firefighter 
certification programs through the North Collier Fire 
Training Center,  recognized as the 2015 Fire Training 
Center of the Year by the State of Florida. 

Under the direction of NCFR Battalion Chief and 
Academy Coordinator Mike Jimenez, the 480-hour 
program prepares students for certification as firefighters 
in accordance with Florida Statutes. The program 
maintains a 95-98% student passing rate.

Lawson advises others thinking of becoming certified 
as a firefighter, “Jump in and do it and be willing to give 
150%.”  A 10-year veteran of the Collier County Sheriff’s 
Office, Lawson is married and worked full-time while 
attending the six-month course.  “It’s tough, but so 
worth it. All of us in the class sacrificed where and when 
needed in order to make this happen.”

Congratulations to all of the graduates!
•Jason August  •Justain Morris
•Richard Boldt  •Dimitry Mossman
•Alexander Buck  •Edward O’Hara
•Romeo Carrano  •Brittany Peterson
•Ryan Carroll   •Kurt Pettay
•John Cavic   •Hunter Rees
•Brandon Cheeseman •William Rees
•Jacob D’Ambrosio  •Jeffrey Schmidt
•John Delashmet  •Joseph Schmidt
•Kenneth Field  •Juan Serna Herrera
•Colton Hardee  •Justin Snyder
•Omar Hernandez  •Jack Sweeney
•Jasmine Lawson  •Susana Webb
•Brodie MacDonald  •Grant Young
•Fidencio Mireles

Class 18-02 completes one of three live burns as 
required by State of Florida

Fire Chief James Cunningham addresses 
graduates and families of Class 18-02

Interested in becoming a certified
firefighter? CLICK HERE Physical training is crucial element 

of firefighter certification

https://www.fsw.edu/academics/programs/certfireacademy
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YOUTH TEST DRIVE FIREFIGHTER CAREER AT NCFR  
Two nights per month, area high school students 
meet at NCFR Station 45 to learn about firefighting 
through the District’s Firefighter Explorer program. 

The program’s goal is to guide, inspire, and provide 
opportunities to the youth of the community who 
may wish to enter the firefighter profession.

Captain Chris Spencer, program manager for the 
Explorer program, notes, “This program is hands-on 
and real world application of firefighting skill sets. 
From raising ladders and tying knots to loading 
hose, our Explorers are given a first-hand look at 
the firefighter profession.” 

The program accommodates 20 students, or 
Explorers, who must be under the age of 18. 
The program is underwritten by the Boy Scouts 
of America, and a  federal SAFER (Staffing for 
Adequate Fire & Emergency Response) grant funds 
the program for the District, including the salary of 
the program manager.

Upon entering the program, Explorers are outfitted 
in real firefighting bunker gear including pants, 
jacket, helmet and boots. The gear is bright blue in 

LEARN MORE ABOUT
OUR EXPLORER PROGRAM

order to easily distinguish from the black gear 
worn by the District’s professional firefighters. 

Explorer Devin Riley, 17 years old and a Senior 
at Gulf Coast High School, joined the program to 
gain more insight into the emergency services 
field which has fascinated him since a child.  He 
notes, “The movies make firefighting look really 
easy - carrying hoses, rescuing victims.  This 
program has shown me that it is much tougher 
in real life.” The reality of the physicality of 
firefighting has not deterred Devin though.  After 
graduation, he plans to join the U.S. Coast Guard  
firefighter program.

Fire Chief James Cunningham understands the 
importance of providing guidance to youth. “I 
knew from such a young age that I wanted to be 
a firefighter. For those youth who also have that 
determination, this program helps them to stay 
focused and improves the odds of fulfilling their 
long-term goals of a firefighter career.”  

https://youtu.be/zg1BLlpj36w
https://www.northcollierfire.com/explorers/
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NCFR HOSTS LEADERSHIP COLLIER GOVT DAY                                                                  

North Collier Fire Rescue hosted Government Day for the 
Leadership Collier Class of 2019. This is the third consecutive 
year that the District has hosted the Greater Naples Chamber’s 
leadership program.

An eight-month program, Leadership Collier includes 10 full-
day, hands-on sessions covering human services, education, 
growth management, health care, arts and media, commerce, 
agriculture, environment, law enforcement and government. 
Government Day, one of the 10 sessions,  is structured to 
educate the class on how local government functions.

The day began with NCFR Station 45 hosting breakfast for the 
group, followed by visits via charter bus to various governmental 
entities including City of Naples Airport, Mosquito Control, 
Collier County Government Center and Emergency Services. 
The class also visited with numerous local leaders including 
the former Senator Garret Richter and City of Naples Mayor Bill 
Barnett.

The day concluded back at Station 45 with a Fire and EMS 
Demonstration Fair. Class members could go into a dark and 
smoke-filled room with air mask to really feel what it is like for a 
firefighter in the midst of a structure fire.  Other demonstrations 
included hazmat, technical rescue, hose line, dive, boat and 
EMS operations to name a few. One of the most popular demos 
was a ride up in the City of Marco and the City of Naples ladder 
truck buckets to a height of 100 feet!

Thank you to City of Marco Fire, City of Naples Fire, Greater 
Naples Fire and Collier County EMS for supporting the event!

LEADERSHIP COLLIER CLASS OF 2019
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CLOSING BEDROOM DOORS SAVES LIVES!                                                                     

You know it is important to have working smoke 
alarms, escape plans and a designated meeting place 
in case of a fire. But, did you know that closing your 
doors in your home is just as important?

According to the Underwriters Laboratories, because 
of synthetic materials, furniture and construction, fire 
spreads faster than ever before. 

Also contributing is our contemporary, open floor 
plans that are perfect to allow fire to burn hotter and 
spread faster. 

The average time to escape a home fire has 
decreased from 17 minutes to just three minutes 
because of these factors. 

The majority of people who sleep with the door open 
do so because they mistakenly believe it’s safer.  

A closed door can slow the spread of flames, reduce 
toxic smoke, improve oxygen levels, and significantly 
decrease temperatures.

Closing the door could make all the difference when it 
comes to getting out safely. 

With the start of a new year, it’s the perfect time 
to make it a new habit to close not only your own 
bedroom door at night, but your kids’ bedroom doors 
as well. 

This small precaution could be the difference for 
surviving a house fire. 

See the dramatic, life-saving difference a door can make!

LEARN MORE AT
closeyourdoor.org

The Facts of Closing Your Door*

Make a 900 Degree Difference
A closed door can mean reducing 1,000 
degrees down to 100 degrees

Take it Down a Notch
During a fire, a closed door can keep carbon 
monoxide levels at 1,000 PPM versus 10,000 
PPM if the door is left open

Take a Breather
A fire needs oxygen to burn. A closed door 
keeps more oxygen in the room and away from 
the fire. When you exit a fire, make sure to 
close your door behind you to slow down its 
growth.

Doze Safely
50% of house fires happen between 11 p.m. 
and 7 a.m. Closing your doors before you hit 
the hay helps keep you safe.

*Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/bSP03BE74WA?rel=0&controls=1&showinfo=0&autoplay=1&cc_load_policy=1
http://closeyourdoor.org


Adopt a race duck, help a child and be entered for a 
chance to win $10K, $5K or $2.5K!

An estimated 10,000 yellow rubber race ducks will 
make their way down the Sun-N-Fun Lagoon Lazy 
River on February 2nd. If your adoption number 
matches the numbers on the first, second and third 
ducks across the finish line, you win!

WHEN & WHERE:
Saturday, February 2, 2019
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Sun-N-Fun Lagoon
15000 Livingston Road
Naples, FL

HELP SUPPORT NCH SAFE & HEALTHY CHILDREN’S COALITION!

ADOPT YOUR DUCK AT
GreatNaplesDuckRace.com
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For 2018, nearly 32% of all calls for which NCFR 
provided medical care were ALS in nature. The 

other 68% included BLS procedures.

NCFR APPROVED TO CONTINUE ALS SERVICES                                                                  

The Collier County Board of Commissioners approved the 
District’s annual renewal application for provision of advanced 
life support services (ALS) at their January 8, 2019 Board of 
Commissioners meeting. 

This approval extends authority to our nearly 100 shift 
paramedics to perform ALS procedures through March 31, 
2020.  The District is proud of our history of providing life-
saving ALS to our community.

ADOPT A DUCK & HELP A CHILD                                                                     

http://www.greatnaplesduckrace.com
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BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

J. Christopher Lombardo
Chairman

Norman Feder
Vice-Chairman

James A. Calamari
Secretary-Treasurer

James Burke
Commissioner

Christopher Crossan
Commissioner

COMMAND STAFF

James Cunningham
Fire Chief

Eloy Ricardo
Deputy Chief

Sal D’Angelo
Executive Director

Jorge Aguilera
Assistant Chief EMS & Training

John McMahon
Assistant Chief Operations

CONTACT US

North Collier Fire Control
& Rescue District

1885 Veterans Park Drive
Naples, FL 34109

(239) 597-3222

www.northcollierfire.com

NORTH COLLIER FIRE RESCUE
MORE THAN HEAT AND FLAMES


